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£1.4million funding boost for rural projects 


THE rural economy in 
parts of Mid and East 
Devon, and Somerset, will 
be bolstered with £1.4-mil¬ 
lion of funding support, 
Devon County Council has 
announced. 

The county council is 
overseeing two EU funded 
LEADER grants pro¬ 
grammes, which aims to 
create jobs and help to de¬ 
velop mral businesses. 

The council is working in 
close partnership with a 
number of organisations to 
deliver a successful fund¬ 
ing programme. The Areas 
of Outstanding Natural 


Beauty (AONBs), Local 
Authorities and other de¬ 
livery partners will be pro¬ 
viding support to 
businesses and organisa¬ 
tions who are looking to 
access the funding. 

A panel, made up of pri¬ 
vate and community sector 
representatives, known as 
The Local Action Group, 
will award grants locally to 
farmers, growers, foresters, 
other local rural businesses 
and rural community or¬ 
ganisations . It will support 
projects that create oppor¬ 
tunities to improve the 
local economy in terms of 


jobs and growth, as well as 
improving the quality of 
life in the area. 

The Making it Local Ac¬ 
tion Group serves parts of 
Mid and East Devon and 
Somerset, covering 
parishes of the Blackdown 
Hills and East Devon 
AONBs and surrounding 
gateway market towns. 
This will oversee the deliv¬ 
ery of more than £1.4 mil¬ 
lion of funding over the 
next three years. 

Councillor Andrew 
Leadbetter, Devon County 
Council Cabinet member 
for Economy and Growth, 
said: “Supporting the 
growth and development 
of a diverse rural economy 
is a key priority for the 
County Council, and 
LEADER funding will 
offer a genuine boost for 
local communities. Part¬ 
nership working between 
local organisations is vital 
to this scheme to help se¬ 
cure this money for rural 
businesses and communi¬ 
ties in Devon.” 

Councillor Paul Diviani, 
Leader of East Devon Dis¬ 


trict Council and Chair of 
the Making it Local Action 
Group, said: “We have 
supported the delivery of 
LEADER funding to the 
communities within the 
Blackdown Hills and East 
Devon AONB areas for a 
number of years already. 
This latest round of 
LEADER funding gives us 
the opportunity to really 
focus on the small busi¬ 


nesses and diverse commu¬ 
nities that contribute so 
much to our vibrant econ¬ 
omy through the Making it 
Local area. Funding will 
support business growth 
and job creation as well as 
improvements to local 
services and facilities 
within our communities.” 

The LEADER grants 
programme has six priori¬ 
ties, which are to: 


• increase farm produc¬ 
tivity; 

• support micro and 
small businesses and farm 
diversification; 

• boost rural tourism; 

• provide rural services; 

• provide cultural and 
heritage activities; and 

• increase forestry pro¬ 
ductivity. 

The scheme is part of the 
Rural Development Pro¬ 


gramme for England 
(RDPE) which is run by 
DEFRA and is funded by 
the European Agricultural 
Fund for Rural Develop¬ 


ment (EAFRD). 

To find out more about 
the funding programme 
visit the website at 
w w w.makingitlocal .org. 



Spanish Winter Sun 
on the Costa Brava 

Local pick up points • 10th - 19th January 

£435 

See our advert on page 11 for further details! 



ORDERING 


OIL? 



Speak to the heating oil experts! 

We are a local independent oil company 
specialising in domestic customers 


Mini Tanker available 
Collection facilities 

Talk to us up until 9pm, 7 days a week 
We also sell & deliver GAS BOTTLES 

Monument Fuels 

01823 650999 

The Fuel Depot, Foxmoor Business Park, 
Wellington, TA21 9PH 




Wood Burning 
and Multi Fuel 
Stove Specialists 


STOVE SHOWROOM 


SALES, 
SERVICING, 
INSTALLATION, 
SPARES, 
REPAIRS AND 
ACCESSORIES 


We would like to wish all of our 
customers a Very, Merry Christmas! 


www.faradaystoves. co .uk 

All major brands supplied. 

All work fully guaranteed and insured 

01404 44777 

COME AND VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 
AT UNIT 6, PARK COURT, 

HETAS HEATHPARK IND. EST. HONITON, _ 
1 1 ^ 1 DEVON, EX14 1SW 
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BARRON’S 

2 HOLYROOD STREET, CHARD 

01460 63593 

Outdoor Clothing 


Also stockists of 

BARBOUR, 

LE CHAMEAU 

Boots by 


www.barronschard 



www.fifstfour.co.iik 

.OO ‘ill 


OFFROAD VEHICLE EQUIPMENT Tel: 01404 891121 


Land Rover Parts & Accessories .... 



Wishing all our readers and advertisers a Merry Christmas 
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Training scheme success for students 


THIS summer, Blackdown Hills 
Natural Futures offered landowners 
in the Blackdown Hills free 
wildlife surveys and management 
advice while training budding ecol¬ 
ogists. 

The trainees, Laura Quinlan, 
Emily Forbes and Tom Nitti, com¬ 
pleted a programme of survey work 
to develop their skills in wildlife 
and botanical identification. More 
than 40 sites were visited, which 
were mainly woodland and grass¬ 
land habitats. 

The training scheme has already 
seen some fantastic outcomes. 
After four months attending the 
training programme Tom Nitti ap¬ 
plied for an assistant ecologist po¬ 
sition with Devon Wildlife 
Consultants and was successful in 
being appointed. 

Tom’s new employer said: “We 


had an extraordinarily high number 
of strong applicants and were at¬ 
tracted to Tom’s application due to 
the range of relevant training and 
experience he had acquired during 
his to his placement with BHNF.” 

Another one of the trainees, Laura 
Quinlan, said: “As well as in depth 
botanical identification training, I 
have had the opportunity to survey 
bats, dormice, newts and even cray¬ 
fish, which I would never have 
been able to do without this proj¬ 
ect.” 

The trainees also assisted project 
officer Conrad Barrowclough to 
compile survey reports to help 
landowners to manage their sites 
for nature conservation purposes. 

The training scheme will reopen 
in April next year. 

Some of the surveys are also open 
to the public, so you can join in just 


to learn more about the rare species 
of the Blackdown Hill s Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty and 
how you can help to conserve 
them. 

Blackdown Hills Natural Futures 
is run by the Blackdown Hills Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
Partnership and funded by the Her¬ 
itage Lottery Fund and other sup¬ 
porters. 

The three-year project is encour¬ 
aging people to discover more 
about local wildlife, share their 
findings, and take action to look 
after the natural habitats in their 
own communities. 

To find out more about the oppor¬ 
tunities on offer, email info ©black- 
do wnhillsnaturalfutures.org or call 
01823 681937. 

Alternatively visit www.black- 
downhillsnaturalfutures .org. 



■ THE Blackdown Hills Natural Futures 
trainees working on a survey site 


Village church makes 
final of competition 


ST Andrew’s Church has 
been named as one of 
just six finalists in the 
prestigious national 
competition to find the 
very best ideas for 
church fundraising in 
2015. 

The competition, 
backed by the church in¬ 
surer Ecclesiastical in 
conjunction with Church 
Times, has attracted a 
huge range of ideas and 
highlighted activities 
going on in places of 
worship across the land. 

As a finalist, St An¬ 
drew’s is guaranteed to 
win at least £2,000, and 
is in the running to win 
the grand prize of 
£10,000. The winners 
will be announced at an 
awards ceremony at St 
Martin-in- the-Fields 
church in London. 

St Andrew’s has been 
included in the shortlist 
for its idea, which tested 


who could get their 
paper plane furthest 
down the aisle of the 
church. Proceeds were 
put towards the repair of 
the church roof. 

The judges have short¬ 
listed the idea “because 
it encouraged involve¬ 
ment from all age groups 
in the community, and 
helped to draw people 
into a street fayre”. More 
than 140 people took 
part including the local 
primary schools. 

The competition was 
open to churches and 
other Christian places of 
worship who have sub¬ 
mitted a fundraising idea 
over the last 12 months, 
or any they planned to 
use in the coming 12 
months. There were 424 
entries in total from 
across the UK. The ideas 
from churches around 
the country have raised 
in excess of £300,000. 


I CHILDREN at Plymtree Primary School who have written their own Christmas song 


Pupils’ song for Christmas 


CHILDREN from Plymtree C of E Primary School - 
part of the Culm Valley Federation - have been working 
hard to write music and lyrics for their own Christmas 
song. 


In partnership with Alan Boxer (composer) and Chris 
Speyer (lyricist), the children are very proud of “Count¬ 
ing Down to Christmas (Christmas in Plymtree)” which 
can be listened to on the home page of the school web- 


Refurbished pump unveiled 


I HEMYOCK Parish 
Council has unveiled 
the iconic village 
pump following a re¬ 
furbishment. 

The Vice Lord-Lieu¬ 
tenant of Devon, Sir 
John Cave BT DL, 
unveiled the pump 
assisted by Fleur 
Drawert and Alfie 
Seal from Hemyock 
Primary School. 

After the unveiling 
and a short speech, 
the pump was 
blessed by the rec¬ 
tor, before the his¬ 
tory of the pump was 
told and a poem 
read. 

Music was played 
and a soup street 
party followed. 


site. Children in years two to six were given the oppor¬ 
tunity to join a school choir and be part of the process. 

Headteacher Alex Cutler said: “The school have en¬ 
tered the BBC Radio Devon competition - Star for 
Christmas 2015 primary school choir competition, but 
whatever the outcome we are very proud of our chil¬ 
dren and thrilled to have a signature Christmas song 
which we will use for many years to come.” 


To advertise in 

View from the Blackdown Hills 
contact Alex Phryce-Jones on 
01297 35750 

email alex@tindlenews.co.uk 
Send your news stories to 
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Tributes paid to Surrey family who 
died in Churchinford plane crash 


THE family of four people 
who died in a light aircraft 
crash near Churchinford 
last month have said they 
are “utterly heartbroken” 
in a tribute. 

The victims, who were 
from the Woking area of 
Surrey, have been con¬ 
firmed as pilot Phil Gar¬ 
vey, 56, his wife Ann, 55, 
their daughter Emily, 23, 
and their 20-year-old son 
Daniel. 

The tribute said: “Phil, 


Ann, Emily and Daniel 
Garvey were tragically 
killed in a plane crash on 
Saturday, November 14th. 

“We are all utterly heart¬ 
broken. They were the best 
family anybody could 
have wished for and they 
brought happiness to 
everyone they met. 

“Thank you to everyone 
for your love, thoughts and 
support.” 

Police received a call at 
11.44am after the six- 


seater aircraft crashed into 
land of Higher Southey 
Farm, near Buttles Lane, 
Churchinford. 

The aircraft was heading 
from the Surrey area to¬ 
wards Dunkeswell Aero¬ 
drome, near Honiton. 

Dave Manning of Higher 
Southey Farm told the 
BBC: “My next door 
neighbour came in and 
said a plane had come 
down. We went out and 
looked and there was basi¬ 



■ PHIL, 56, and Ann Garvey, 55 


cally nothing we could do. 

“I took the pulse of one 
of the passengers. There 
was no pulse and we could 
smell aviation fuel, so we 
left until the emergency 
services arrived.” 

Police officers worked at 
the scene, along with 
crews from Devon and 
Somerset Fire and Rescue 
Service and South Western 
Ambulance Service. 

The fire service sent 
three appliances, three spe¬ 
cialist vehicles and five of¬ 
ficers, to deal with the 
incident, totalling 27 per¬ 
sonnel. 

The Exeter-based Devon 
Air Ambulance and the 
National Police Air Serv¬ 
ice helicopter also at¬ 
tended. 

Supt Richard Corrigan 
said: “This is a very sad in¬ 
cident in which four peo¬ 
ple have tragically lost 
their lives. 

“We have a specially 
trained family liaison offi¬ 
cer supporting the affected 
family and they’re being 
kept fully updated on our 
progress. Our thoughts are 
with them at this ex¬ 
tremely difficult time. 

“A joint investigation is 
under way with the Air Ac¬ 
cidents Investigation 
Branch (AAIB).” 



■ EMILY Garvey, 23 



■ DANIEL Garvey, 20 


Shoebox thank you 

THANKS to the genorosity of people in the 
Upper Culm Valley, more than 50 shoeboxes 
filled with gifts for Christmas, along with a large 
bag of knitted glove, hats and scarves, has 
been donated to the Devon charity Christian 
Response to Eastern Europe, which will be 
taken to Moldova one of Europe’s poorst coun¬ 
tries. 

Organiser Janice Bawler said: "As always 
people in this area have been very generous 
and I am so grateful to everyone. 

“Since I started organising a Christmas shoe- 
box collection in this area thousands of boxes 
have been delivered to CR2EE and Samari¬ 
tans Purse. 

“It is so gratifying to know that so many vil¬ 
lages, towns and schools who once brought 
their boxes to us now organise their own col¬ 
lection.” 

Nativity festival 

A NATIVITY Crib Festival will be held at St 
Mary’s Church, Hemyock, from Friday, Decem¬ 
ber 11th to Sunday, December 13th. 

Many different nativity crib scenes will be on 
display together with all kinds of other items 
depicting the nativity. 

The festival, which is being arranged by the 
Friends of St Mary’s Church, will be open on 
Friday, December 11th and Saturday, Decem¬ 
ber 12th from 10am until 5.30pm and on Sun¬ 
day, December 13th from 12.30pm until 5pm. 

Admission is free and refreshments will be 
available each day. 
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NOW TAKING BOOKINGS FOR JANUARY FITTINGS 


THE 

Stove Company 



TRADITIONAL & CONTEMPORARY WOOD-BURNING 
& MULTI-FUEL STOVES 


FREE SITE SURVEYS 
RANGE OF LIVE & COLD DISPLAYS 
FULL HETAS CERTIFIED INSTALLATION SERVICE 




KILN DRIED OAK 
LOGS IN STOCK 

AVAILABLE FOR 
DELIVERY READY FOR 
THE WINTER PLEASE 
CALL FOR QUANTITIES 
& PRICES. 

• Chimney Sweeping 

• Stove Services 

& REFURBISHING 



THE STOVE COMPANY LTD, UNIT Cl FLIGHTWAY BUSINESS PARK DUNKESWELL EX 14 4PG 


01404 892980 WWW.STOVECOMPANY.CO.uk 


MON-FRI 9-5 SATURDAYS 9-1 
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Take your litter home! 



■ UADS children perform sketches and read poetry in The Square, Uf- 
fculme 



VILLAGERS gathered in Uffculme to 
take part in the annual litter pick 
around the village. 

Twice a year villagers get together 
to clean ther streets and for the au¬ 
tumn litter pick something a little dif¬ 
ferent occurred. All the litter collected 
throughout the morning was dis¬ 
played in a large cage in the village 


square to demonstrate to residents 
just how much rubbish is thrown in 
the streets. 

A highlight of the day was a perform¬ 
ance by the local drama group, Uf- 
fculme Amateur Dramatics Society. 
The cast,consisting mainly of chil¬ 
dren, were all dressed in clothes cov¬ 
ered in litter to highlight the 


■ A YOUNG UADS protestor 

problem.They were accompanied by 
three terriers who also donned their 
own litter outfits. 

Spectators were entertained with 
songs and poems all relaying the 
message to not drop litter. 

UADS went on to stage a short 
peaceful protest to passing vehicles 
and pedestrians. 



I UADS perform on a trailer in The Square, Uffculme 


■ UADS co-director 
Penny Burgess 


Help in a heartbeat 


A REDUNDANT phonebox has been trans¬ 
formed to provide lifesaving equipment in a 
Blackdown Hi ll s village. 

The residents of Sheldon, near 
Dunkeswell, now have access to a public de¬ 
fibrillator, which has been installed in the old 
phonebox with the help of the Community 
Heartbeat Tmst. 

It is available for use by members of the 
community and is designed to be used by un¬ 
trained people as it talks you through the 
whole process. 

Early access to a defibrillator is vital to 
people suffering a heart attack. Research 
shows that for every minute which passes 
without a defibrillator the chance of recovery 
weakens. The project has been a long time 
coming but is a necessity in a mral commu¬ 
nity when an ambulance is either a long way 
away or unable to access the village in ex¬ 
tremes of weather. 

An awareness session with the Community 
Heartbeat Tmst will be held in the village for 


anyone who wishes 
to attend. The ses¬ 
sion will include 
some basic first aid 
training plus in¬ 
structions on how to 
use the defibrillator. 

Inside the box is a 
small grab bag with 
a high-vis vest, 
wind up hand torch 
and small first aid 
kit. When the cabinet is open, a small light 
inside turns on automatically. 

The people behind the project would like 
to thank the following supporters for funding 
the project: The Violet Chapman Trust, 
Devon Poultry, Sheldon Youth Club, Shel¬ 
don Village Hall, Sheldon Parish Council, 
Nick Gutfreund Fine Furniture, Sheldon 
Camera Club, and a very kind donation by 
Karen and Peter on behalf of the late Bob 
Cockerill. 




□ MORE than 200 people gathered at Hemyock Parish Church for the Re¬ 
membrance Sunday service conducted by The Reverend Chris Hudson, with 
readings given by David Bawler and organist Ron White. 

Many people joined the procession through the village led by St Mary's choir 
and uniformed youth groups. 

The collection of almost £500 will be donated to the work of the Royal British 
Legion. On Armistices Day around 30 people met at the War Memorial for a 
short service of remembrance conducted by The Reverend John Stone. 



I ilminster warehouse I 


Established 1969J 


Furniture 


ftonge«of sizes- to suitjjll bedrooms . Textiles 


AMAZING RANGE 
OF FIRESIDE 
CHAIRS 


DIY 


Electrical Items 






I'e/fy 


Household Hardware 




SWIVELXm&IRS 

\AND FOOT STOOLS 


AMPLE FREE PARKING 

Ditton Street, Ilminster, Somerset TA1 9 0EJ 

01460 57247 

MON - FRI 8.30AM - 5PM SAT 9AM - 5PM 
Email: mark@ilminsterwarehouse.co.uk 
Web: www.ilminsterwarehouse.co.uk 



Huge range of recliners available 
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Blackdowns clubs and organisations 



■ THE annual dinner for Hemyock Bowls Club was recently held at Lakeside View, near Hon- 
tion and attended by 49 members. 

Margaret Brotheridge, whose year as lady president for Devon Bowls has just ended, and 
she is now the club president. 

After a carvery meal she addressed the group saying that Hemyock Bowls Club is now def¬ 
initely on the Devon map. 

The spotlight has been on the club during the past season. The club was congratulated for 
the excellent hospitality when Margaret hosted her special president’s day in the summer, and 
for the hosting of the Devon ladies finals day. 

Also the achievement of the four Hemyock ladies was recognised after the went to the na¬ 
tional finals at Leamington Spa to represent Devon Bowls - Margaret Brotheridge, Sue Crid- 
land, Penny Gale and Sue Risdon who received the Runners up Trophy at a recent Devon 
Bowls lunch. 

Pictured are winners and runners-up of club competitions 


Blackdown Hills Gardening Club 


THE Blackdown Hills Gardening Club met at Church- 
inford Hall where Graham Salmon welcomed mem¬ 
bers, visitors and speaker, John-Michael Kennaway, 
from Escot, Ottery St Mary. 

Mr Kennaway presented “Water in the Garden” 
showing slides and giving information on all types and 
sizes of ponds in various situations, even telling of a 
moat surrounding a house on Exmoor. The owner per¬ 
suaded his wife to go on a lengthy cruise and on her 
return she found a watery surround to her home. 


Members did not realise there was so much to con¬ 
sider when siting a water feature or the upkeep needed 
to maintain it. 

Mr Kennaway and his team not only build new 
ponds they also sort problems too. 

There is no meeting in December. However in the 
New Year on Wednesday, January 21st at 7.30pm is a 
presentation on “All Gardens Great and Small” by Re¬ 
becca Pow, professional journalist and broadcaster fol¬ 
lowed by an AGM. 


Hemyock Gardener’s Association 


HEMYOCK Gardeners Associ¬ 
ation once again won the Pot- 
tinger Cup. 

This year only three garden 
clubs were competing for this 
prestigious prize. 

Willand hosted the event and 
Sampford Peverell was the 
other team. The question mas¬ 
ter was Mike Short. 

It was a closely fought contest 
which came down to a tie break 
- Hemyock vs Sampford 
Peverell. 

It was the fourth year running 
for Hemyock to emerge as the 
winning team. 

Hemyock’s chairman thanked 
all concerned for arranging the 
event, with special thanks going 
to Wi land for the excellent re¬ 
freshments. 

Hemyock team members 
were Julie Steed, Jerry King, 
Dippy Elliott and Jane Smith. 



Alexander Paul Kitchens 


VISIT YOUR LOCAL KITCHEN SHOWROOM AT 
FENNY BRIDGES NR HONITON 


INSPIRED DESIGN 

QUALITY KITCHENS AT LOW PRICES 
QUALIFIED LOCAL INSTALLERS 
CURVED DOORS, CABINETS & WORKTOPS 
MANY COLOURS & STYLES 
DOOR REPLACEMENT SERVICE 
COME IN FOR A CHAT AND REALISE YOUR KITCHEN 
DESIGN DREAMS OVER A CUP OF TEA! 


Alexander Paul Kitchens is part of: 

Alexander Paul Group 
Unit 2, Fenny Bridges 
Honiton, Devon EX14 3BG 
01404 850881 
www.alexanderpaulkitchens.com 
kitchens@alexander-paul.co.uk 
Mon - Fri: 9am - 5pm I Sat: 9am -1 pm 





Send 

your 

Blackdown 
Hills news 
stories 
to lisa@ 
pemedia. 
co.uk 


MST AUCTIONEERS 

Hangar 1, Airfield Industrial Estate, Dunkeswell, 

Nr Honiton, Devon EX14 4LB 


MONTHLY AUCTIONS 

OF GOOD QUALITY MODERN OFFICE FURNITURE: 

Including many radial desks, matching storage cupboards and good 
quality office chairs, plus everything for the modern office. 

STOCK CLEARANCE: New good quality oak & pine furniture. 

COMPUTERS, HOUSE CLEARANCES, ENGINEERING, PLANT AND MACHINERY, 
FORKLIFTS, WOODWORKING, WAREHOUSE EQUIPMENT, ETC 


or catalogues & further information: www.mstauctioneers.co.uk 
Tel: 01404 891833 Fax: 01404 891655 


c^/Alowbrook 
kfy\ NURSERIES AND 
GARDEN CENTRE 


CHRISTMAS TREES 
Real trees from 28th November 
Many types including Nordman, 
Frazer Fir and Norway Spruce 


* CAFE CHRISTMAS MENU 9 
We will be serving our Christmas 
menu from December 1st 
ideal for a small Christmas Party 
we cook good food all day 


Choose from a wide selection of 
shrubs, trees, soft & top fruit, 
conifers, NEW rose collections 
and winter-flowering heathers 


On the main A38 Taunton / Waflington 

Ml Itcwbrcofcntir^ry•nd99n99rc9ntnf.co.uk 

TELEPHONE : 01823 461324 


♦ DULFORD 

NURSERIES 

Cullompton 

Tree & Shrub Specialists 

Native, Ornamental & 
Specimen Trees 
Conifers 

Shrubs and Hedging 

More than 1500 varieties 
Expert and friendly advice 
Planting service 

Tel: 01884 266 361 

dulford.nurseries@virgin.net 

www.dulford-nurseries.co.uk 
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Blackdowns clubs 


Clayhidon Friends H Hemyock Wl 


and organisations 


Blackdown Hills Transition Group 


H AVE you read the latest 
predictions showing that 
the available electrical 
power generation for the forth¬ 
coming winter has little spare 
capacity? 

Over the past 20 years or so, 
there has been little forward 
planning by any government as 
to where and when replacement 
generating stations are to be 
constructed. Consequently 
there were no proposals for ad¬ 
ditional nuclear capacity, nor 
has any UK consortium come 
forward to bid for these. 

Whilst older coal-fired stations 
have been closing, the gap be¬ 
tween overall capacity and de¬ 
mand has been reducing to a 
fine margin. Even with the addi¬ 
tional capacity of solar and wind 
generation, faced with gloomy 
autumn weather and the 
prospect of windless days their 
contribution is of little benefit for 
some weeks or months of the 
year. 

The electricity supply compa¬ 
nies have resorted to trying to 
temporarily resolve this issue by 
hauling in emergency genera¬ 


tors at hospitals, factories and 
even a “diesel station” based in 
Plymouth consisting of 52 gen¬ 
erating sets consuming an esti¬ 
mated 250,000 gallons of diesel 
a year. Not very “Green”. 

What we really need is a 
“joined-up” approach to how 
electricity is going to be pro¬ 
duced and distributed in this 
country in the next 25 years. 
Why are houses being built with 
no solar PV panels or hot water 
systems? Why aren’t these 
properties being aligned to the 
south/west for maximum expo¬ 
sure to the sun? Why are coun¬ 
cil offices, factories, schools and 
government buildings not cov¬ 
ered in solar PV panels rather 
than desecrating prime farming 
land? 

Exciting developments in the 
stored electricity are now filter¬ 
ing down to the buying public in 
the form of battery arrays. 
These could be connected to 
your solar panels and receive 
charge during bright weather 
periods, these could then switch 
in of an evening and power the 
house overnight, thus reducing 


the strain of producing power in 
fossil fuelled stations at night. 

But how can we help in this 
confused matter? I suppose that 
we could update our home light¬ 
ing to LED fittings (which are 
more efficient than even com¬ 
pact fluorescent bulbs. If funds 
ran to it, maybe upgrading do¬ 
mestic appliances that are on all 
the time to more efficient ones. 
All of which could help to reduce 
your electrical consumption and 
also improve your finances too. 

I hope this gives you some 
food for thought and also that 
some far-sighted politician will 
help the country plan for tomor¬ 
row rather than today. 

Further Events: 

Blackdown Hills Transition and 
Honiton Transition Groups host 
“View and Chew” every third 
Thursday of the month at the 
Beehive Centre, Honiton. There 
is an opportunity to view a film 
related to environmental issues 
and have a discussion with oth¬ 
ers about the issues raised. The 
evening starts at 6.30pm with 
snacks in the cafe, film starts at 
7pm. 


THE speaker this month delighted 
members with her account of a four 
week trip on a traditional sailing boat 
called The Eye of the Wind. 

Carol Carr’s brother had emigrated 
to Tasmania many years before, but 
turned up in the UK unexpectedly. 
He contacted Carol and invited her to 
sail on the ship down to the Canary 
Isles as a member of the crew. 

Expecting a boat with a bit of lux¬ 
ury, she was shocked to find cramped 
living quarters, and very limited per¬ 
sonal facilities, the details with which 
casued peels of laughter from mem¬ 
bers. However, after three days of 


sea-sickness while crossing the Bay 
of Biscay, the description of which 
again, caused much hilarity, she 
began to settle into the ship’s routine. 

Her status was raised when she was 
left at the helm steering this magnif¬ 
icent ship through the night, and was 
mesmerised by the vastness of the 
starry sky and the sound of the sea. 

They called in to a number of ports 
en route and enjoyed a little night life, 
but all too soon, Carol's trip came to 
an end, and she flew home having 
had the experience of a lifetime. 

Thanks went to Carol for such an 
entertaining evening. 


HEMYOCK WI have had an interest¬ 
ing couple of months. 

The Wildside Experience in Octo¬ 
ber was informative and enjoyable. 
The Blackdown Hills in Autumn was 
illustrated with film and samples of 
foliage and pieces of dead birds 
which Richard and his colleague had 
collected. Members learned that an 
empty hazelnut with a completely 
round hole, showed that it had been 
eaten by a fieldmouse as it was held 
in it’s front paws and moved around 
as it nibbled the shell. 

The two men awarded Brenda’s 
homemade pincushion first place, 
while Cindy and Bridget tied in the 
flower competition. 

In November, president, Lyn Tay¬ 
lor, welcomed Elaine Branch who 
came to talk about “Massage For 
Health”. 

Elaine is a fully qualified Beauty 
Therapist with many other skills. She 
had members working in pairs, giv¬ 
ing each other a shoulder massage. 
Many useful tips were learned that 
night and Elaine was thanked by Lyn. 

Elaine awarded Cindy first place in 
the competition for “Something 
Blue”. Cindy had brought a china 
kingfisher and Elaine explained that 
she had seen two of these birds near 
the Healthy Living Centre where she 
works. Lyn’s beaded African neck¬ 
lace came second and Pat came third 
with a piece of lazulite. A beautiful 
gladioli brought by Karen was the 
outstanding winner of the flower 
competition. 

The Autumn Council Meeting had 
been enjoyed by Lyn, Brenda and 


Judith. The guest speakers were ex¬ 
cellent and they even had the excite¬ 
ment of a mass exodus from the 
Guildhall, when the fire alarm 
sounded. 

The lunch held at Lakeside Manor 
was enjoyed by 90 members from 
all over Devon. Hemyock was well 


represented with 15 of their mem¬ 
bers attending. 

Hemyock have beaten Culmstock 
in the County Skittles match and Uf- 
fculme WI is their opponent in the 
next round. 

December 1st in Forbes Lounge is 
the next meeting when Lyn and 


Cindy will be doing something 
Christmassy and Crafty. There will 
be a bring and share supper. The 
competition is for a “Festive Recipe” 
plus a flower from the garden. 

Hemyock WI meets on the first 
Tuesday of each month, at 7.30pm in 
Forbes Lounge. 



■ MEMBERS of Sampford Arundel WI who recently performed in 
“Alice in WILand”, at Junction 24 as the centenary celebration of 
the WI by the Somerset federation 
Pictured is Joan Knowlman, as a 1937 member, Jane Dickins as 
the caterpillar, Cathy Alford as a founding member from 1915, and 
Sheila Netley as lady Denman the first National Chair. 




Bartlett’s Farm 


NOW TAKING ORDERS FOR 
ALL YOUR FESTIVE MEATS 
AND PRODUCE 

CHRISTMAS TREES & 
CHRISTMAS WREATHS 
AVAILABLE EARLY DECEMBER 




• Hampers 

• Seasonal Game 

• Christmas Cakes 

• Mince Pies 

• Festive 
Icc Creams 


Clotted 

Cream 




OPENING TIMES 

Monday - C loved, Tuesday to Friday 9.00am - S.OOpm 
Saturday 9.00am - 4.50pm, Sunday 9.00am - 1Znoon 

1 

Find us at: 

Hayna Farm, Gittisham, Honiton, Devon EX14 3PO (On the Edge of Heath perk) 

01404 44375 - www.bartlettsfarmshopdevon.co.uk 

Our farm provides the majority of the beef, lamb and pork or all from other local farmers. 
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Blackdown Hills 



A warm welcome awaits you 

at the Blackdown Hills 
Christmas Markets 

Saturday, 28 8v Sunday, 29 November, 
1 st of December to Christmas Eve! 

Castle Green, Taunton 


Christmas Market 

CASTLE GREEN, TAUNTON 


r 

E Blackdown Hills Christmas Markets 

10am to 5pm 

+ Late Night Shopping on Thursday Nights to 8pm 
+ Sat, 12 + Sat, 19 + Sun 20 Dec to 6.30pm 
at Castle Green Taunton town centre 


Sat, 28 th November -10 to 5pm 

Artisan market, rural skills demos, entertainment street food 

Sun, 29 th November - 10 to 7pm 

Artisan market, rural skills demos, entertainment, street food 
Taunton Lights Switch On! 

Tues, 1 st - Thurs, 24 th December - 10 to 5pm 

Artisan market, rural skills demos, street food, late night shopping, 
Winter Lights*, street performers, fire light shows, Childrens' 
Lantern Parade, Punch Judy, choirs, music Father Christmas 
* Winter lights are brought to the Blackdown Hills Christmas Market 
at Castle Green by Fuse Performance 

Sat, 12 Dec - All day to 7pm, Thurs, 17 Dec -All day to 8.30pm, 

Sat, 19 Dec - All day to 6.30pm & Sun, 20 December - All day to 6.30pm 


Blackdown Hills Market is organised by the 
Blackdown Hills Business Association, 
please visit www.facebook.com/BlackdownHillsMarket 
With thanks to Taunton Deane Borough Council for their continued support 


Y ou are invited to the official opening of 
the Blackdown Hills Christmas 
Markets at Castle Green. We will be 
raising a glass of mulled cider at 12 noon on 
Saturday, 28 November to mark the official 
opening!’ said Val Baker, organiser of the 
Blackdown Hills Christmas Markets. 

‘Merlin is making a guest appearance from the 
Brewhouse Theatre and he will also join in with the 
children’s Christmas activities (free) in the Museum 
of Somerset. We will be keeping our markets open 
for late night shopping on Saturday, 28 November 
along with the main streets in the town centre 
including the Orchard Centre which is open until 
8pm (Thursdays are also late night shopping nights 
until 9pm and until 7pm on the last few days before 
Christmas). We continue our market on Sunday 
29th November for the Switch On event and then 
every day from Tuesday, 1st December until 
Christmas Eve’. 

The Blackdown Hills Christmas Markets will be 
bigger than ever this year. There is a wealth of 
creative talent tucked away in the Blackdown Hills 
and Taunton area. You can watch artisans at work 
on demonstration days - West Country Blacksmiths 
will be joining us regularly. You can buy unique 
gifts from our crafters and sample delicious food 
from our artisans who make unique produce and 
products with passion and care. Local musicians 
and a choir will keep you entertained and delicious 
hot street food will be available for you to sample 
at many of our markets. 

Think Amy will be running Santa’s Grotto on 
Sunday, 29th December. Come along and meet 


the reindeer at the Castle Hotel as part of the 
Christmas Festival and Switch On! Santa will then 
move into the Museum of Somerset every 
Saturday in the run up to Christmas. Santa’s Elves 
will be on hand too, providing more entertainment 
and a trail! 

Taunton’s Winter Lights organised by Fuse 
Performance (sponsored by Taunton Deane 
Borough Council) will bring free entertainment to 
Castle Green. We will be joined by Punch & Judy- 
there will also be a children’s lantern parade later 
in the day at our market on Saturday, 12th 
December as well as fire and light performances 
at dusk at Castle Green on Thursday, 17th and 
Saturday 19th and Sunday 20th December. 

We are back again in 2016, from the first Saturday 
in March and then every Saturday thereafter. We 
are already planning new festivals and events at 
Castle Green in 2016. 

For more details of the Blackdown Hills Christmas 
Markets and future markets and events, please 
visit our Blackdown Hills Market Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/BlackdownHillsMarket/ 
and follow us on Twitter 
https://twitter.eom/@BHBAVal 

You can also go to the Taunton Visitor Centre 
website at www.visitsomerset.co.uk/taunton 
Twitter #TauntonXmas 
https://twitter.eom/@moreTaunton 

We are grateful for the continued support of 
Taunton Deane Borough Council. 

We are proud to be supporting -Think Amy and 
Stand Against Violence. 
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rww.highlandsfarmshop.co.uk 


[RISTMAS ORDERS NOW BEING TAK] 

Free range Geese & Turkeys, Orchard reared Pork, 
High quality naturally fed Beef, Grass fed Lamb 


BLACKDOWN HILLS CHRISTMAS RAFFLE 
1st PRIZE - TURKEY & TRIMMINGS 
F2nd PRIZE - JOINT OF TOPSIDE BEEF & TRIMMINGS 
3rd PRIZE - ORCHARD REARED PORK JOINT 
& TRIMMINGS 

£1 per ticket available at Highlands Farm Shop 
All proceeds going to 
BLACKDOWN HILLS SUPPORT GROUP 

~ FRESH HOMEMADE CAKES • CHRISTMAS GOODIES 
local free range eggs, order and box locally source 
fruit and vegetables (where possible) 

ANIMAL FEED - LIVESTOCK AND DOMESTIC 
VIOLET FARM COMPOST 

SMEATHARPE EX14 9RF 01823 602905 


The Sidmouth Arms 

Upottery, Honiton, Devon. EX14 9PN, Telephone 01404 861252 

Christmas Menu 

Starters 

Spiced Parsnip Soup 

Egland Shoot Pheasant Breast served on an apple and potato rosti with a homemade sloe gin gravy 
Smoked Mackerel Pate with horseradish cream and toast 
Stilton Rarebit with pear salad 

Pork and Pistachio Terrine with chutney/ salad garnish and multigrain toast 

Mains 

Roast Topside of English Beef and Yorkshire pudding, gravy and roasted potatoes 

Roast Turkey served with homemade stuffing/ roasted potatoes/ 
gravy and pigs in blankets 

Slow Roasted Pork Belly/ served on mash potato and roasted apples/ with a cider gravy 
Local Trout stuffed with lemon/ herbs/ flaked almonds/ and buttered new potatoes 
Goats Cheese served with Puy lentils/ pomegranate and a sticky balsamic glaze 
Served with a side of seasonal vegetables 

Desserts 

NUrmie Clodes homemade Christmas pudding 
Baileys and dark chocolate cheesecake 
Lemon and Limoncello mousse with pan forte 
Pears poached in mulled wine with a Chantilly cream 

Complimentary homemade mince pies and coffee to follow 

Two courses £16.00 Three courses £19.00 

Lunchtime Christmas menu available from £13.50 for two courses 
The Sidmouth Arms Christmas menu is available from the 30th November until 30th December, 
excluding Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and Boxing Day. 

Parties of up to 90 persons catered for. 

www.sidmoutharms.com sidmoutharms@gmail.com Sidmouth Arms 



Whitney Farm Christmas Geese 


DAN and Sarah Dunning have been rearing Geese for 
Christmas at Whitney Farm since 2008. Food and farming 
go hand in hand, and both are extremely important to Dan 
and Sarah. Their love of quality food and attention to detail 
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certainly gives them an edge when it comes to the quality 
of their products and service. 

Dan is really enthusiastic about the tradition of eating 
goose at Christmas having been involved in the rearing of 
them from a young age. 

Rearing geese for Christmas is an important part of 
ourhistory. Until the turkey was introduced to this country, 
goose was the traditional bird of choice. We are happy to 
be a part of the recent regrowth of this tradition. Christmas 
dinner is the most special meal of the year, what could be 
better than a locally reared, free range Somerset goose as 
the centrepiece on your Christmas table?" 

Whitney Farm is a small, mainly grassland farm situated 
just outside of Ilminster. It is home to a flock of geese as 
well as a small herd of cattle and chickens are kept to 
supply eggs to the surrounding villages. All of Dan and 
Sarah's animals are well cared for and are allowed to roam 
and graze as nature intended. 

Geese are available to order now, and their special 
Goose and Plum Sauce Sausages are available all year 
round. Don’t leave ordering too late to avoid 
disappointment! 





Christmas Tasting Night 

pjfarleymow’s 

FARM SHOP <SL RESTAURANT 

Wednesday 2 nd December • 4pm -7pm 


• Serving mulled wine and mince pies 

• Free tastings • Meet our suppliers/producers 

• Your chance to beat the rush and order your Christmas 
meats, Christmas cakes and other goodies 

• Selection of Hampers and gift ideas on display 

• Homegrown Norwegian Fir and Spruce Christmas Tees 

Giant Christmas Hamper Raffle in aid of S.II.R.E 

(Somerset Unit for Radiotherapy Equipment) 


Your traditional Christmas starts at Barleymow’s 
Tel: 01460 62130 

www. bar [eymowsfarmshop. co. 


We are 1/2 mile west of Chard on the A30 
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The Next Big Thing I Wellington Farmers Market at Christmas 2015 


A NEW sport is emerging and is expected 
to be “The Next Big Thing”. E-perfor- 
mance biking is described having the phys¬ 
ical activity of mountain biking with the 
dynamic of a motor. It is between moun¬ 
tain biking and motor cross -but quieter, 
healthier, cleaner and more environmen¬ 
tally friendly and above all awesome. 

Suppliers are rushing to supply the de¬ 
mand. Raleigh UK are importing a range 
of Haibikes produced by their parent com¬ 
pany. Priced at between £13000 (Yes! 13) 
and £1895, riding them is not for the faint 
hearted either. The machines certainly 
have the strength and agility to get over 
rough terrain at speed. 

If riding over very rough rocky ground is 
your sport the Full FatSix will suit you. 


This is a full suspension mountain bike 
with 250 watt motor and 4” tyres priced at 
£3500. 

All the Haibikes sold in the UK are de¬ 
signed to be fully road legal. 

The Fate of Throttles. 

But the law has not been so kind the rider 
who needs the support of a throttle. Al¬ 
though the UK Government say that they are 
willing to have a Twist & Go throttle on an 
electric bike without it being classified as a 
moped, the way the law has been framed is 
making it virtually impossible to import suit¬ 
able electric bikes. All is being done in the 
name of European harmonisation. 

As of 1st Jan 2016, only electric bikes 
bought before that date with Twist & Go 
throttles are definitely legal to use on the road. 


THE CHRISTMAS Wellington markets will be held on Saturday 5th and seasonal veg, plants & cut flowers, also West Country cheeses. Seasonal 


also on 19th December which will include carol singers. 

Wellington Farmers’ Market was established in 2003. The 
emphasis of the market continues to be fresh local produce. 
Stallholders are happy to discuss their goods and give cook¬ 
ing and recipe suggestions. Buying from Wellington Farmers 
Market supports the local economy and reduces food miles. 

Most stallholders are primary producers, growing what they 
sell. Choose amongst beef, lamb & pork; venison & game; 
free-range eggs; Brixham fish; bread, cakes, pies & pasties; 
local honey, chutneys & preserves, apple juice, chilli sauces; 


traders include Christmas puds. 




To advertise 
in the 

View from the 
Blackdown Hills 
call Alex on 
01297 631120 


WELLINGTON 
FARMERS 
.MARKET 
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Wellington Christmas markets 
5th and 19th December 9-1 

Wellington Market is held on 
the 1st and 3rd Saturday of 
every month 

First market of 2016 will be 
Saturday 16th January 


Contact: The Secretary 
07949 592044 
legglandsorchards&talktalk.net 



Find us on 

facebook 


a xe ess 




electric-bikes 1 


‘With the power to get you there... and bring you back” 

THE LAW on:: 

TWIST AND GO THROTTLES IS CHANGING 

1 What's not changing is the freedom that electric bikes bring to you 

All electric bikes with “Twist and Go” throttles sold before 1st January 2016 
will continue to be road and cycle path legal in the UK 

■ Buy or order NOW 

reserve your “twist and go” for collection or delivery before Christmas 



12 month 0 % Finance 

subject to status 


Showroom Open I0.00am-5.00pm Mon-Sat 

Unit F, Reme Drive, Heathpark Industrial Estate, Honiton EX 14 ISE 

(AT THE TOP OF REME DRIVE - PAST DURALIFE AND QUICKS) 

www.axcess-electric-bikes.co.uk 01404 41692 


j 
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MJ and AG Coate 

Master Butchers and Farmers Est. 1975 
A Traditional Village Butcher 

93 Rockwell Green, Wellington - Open Daily 


Our own traditional farm reared white and bronze turkeys fed without the use of hormone growth 
promoters from £38 - Corn fed chicken 51b- 121b - Farmyard Geese and Ducks available 
Home Cured Gammons, Ox Tongues, Salt Beef, Rib Beef on Bone, Rack Lamb, 

Cushion of Lamb, Sausage Meat, Hand Linked Sausages and much more for your festive table 

Christmas Meat Hamper 

£25 - Corn Fed Chicken - Gammon Joint - Pork Chipolatas 
Bacon - Sausage Meat - Pork Chops 
£35 - Topside Joint - Gammon Joint - Bacon 
Sausage Meat - Pork Chipolatas - Pork Chops 

All our poultry is free range and farm reared. Recipe leaflet presented with all poultry 
From our flock we have sheepskin and bean bags for sale. 

Please pre order to avoid disappointment 


Phone/Fax: 01823 662157 Shop: 01823 662157 Farm: 01823 681178 
michaelcoate @ googlemail .com - www.mj coate-butcherandfarmerxo .uk 




FLINTSTONE FLOCK SHEEPSKIN RUGS 

Pedigree registered (04861) on the Blackdown Hills, from our own farm. 
Beautiful, luxurious and unique. 

Anthea Coate 01823 662157/681178 07841378307 
michaelcoate@googlemail.com | www.mjcoate-butcherandfarmer.co.uk 
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CHRISTMAS IN THE- 


Complete Meats can help with your Christmas shopping 

HERE AT Complete Meats we know we can’t help with shop, made to order for you. 

all your Christmas shopping but we like to try! Something smaller? A selection of quality pickles anc 

Christmas Day food? Choose from locally reared chutneys in a little jute bag, perfect to go with cole 
turkey or our great value Turkey Box - a succulent 2kg meats after Christmas. 

turkey breast crown, pigs in blankets, free range pork Last minute dash? A gift voucher that is sure to be ap 

sausage meat, streaky bacon and stuffing balls, great preciated, who can resist our award winning sausages! 
value at £29.99 and it will feed up to 8 people. Price list and Christmas videos online at www.com- 

Holding a party? Try our own tasty cold cutting pies, pletemeats.co.uk or Facebook for more information 
quiches, scotch eggs and pork pies as well as our superb Call us at our shops. 

selection of cheeses, olives, mince pies and much more. Honiton: 01404 47111; Chard; 01460 65828; 

Stuck for a present? How about a hamper from our Axminster 01297 631506. 


Hie Aviator Christmas Menu " 0 "S2f° r 

Tomato and Roasted 
Pepper Soup 

Served with ciabatta and 
butter 

Duck and Orange Pate 

Served with warm toast 
& butter 

Prawn and Smoked 
Salmon Cocktail 

Served with bread and butter 

Roast Turkey 

with all the trimmings 

Roast Lamb 

with Rosemary Stuffing 

Salmon Fillet 

with Prawns and Dill Sauce 

Parsnip, Chestnut and 
Lentil Pudding 

All served with roast potatoes 
and seasonal vegetables 

Christmas Pudding 

with Brandy Sauce 

Caramel Apple Pie and 

Cream (Gluten Free) 

Cheese and Biscuits 

Two Courses 
£12.95 

Three Courses 
£16.95 

Children 
£6.95 and £8.95 

1 Pre booking essential. Please telephone 01404 890009 1 



-s®'—fr, 

CHRISTMAS TREES ^ 
FROM CONNETTS FARM ^ 


Specialising in top quality, large trees for hotels, pubs, 
restaurants, churches and country houses 
^ Also growing traditional and non-needle drop varieties*. ^ 
for retail & wholesale. We can supply, erect and take ^5^ 
away & also provide stands, mistletoe & holly 

Contact Nick on 

~ 01404 891684 or 07860 459745 




Connetts Farm, 
Dunkeswell, Honiton, Devon EX14 4QZ 



ROYAL OAK FARM A* 



Orders now being taken for Christmas poultry 

Free range Stockland Hill 
Turkey • Geese • Duck • Chicken 
Own gammon and pork • Beef and lamb 

'Homemade Christmas cafes and Christmas puddinys 
now avadahfe in shop (mince pies as from *Dec ist) 

We will start cutting our own Christmas trees from December 1 st 


ROYAL OAK FARM, Stockland (Between Cotleigh & Stockland), Nr. Honiton 

01404 831223 



INDEPENDENT AUOI SPECIALIST 


Tom, Jomte and Nicola 

would like to wish oil their customers o very merry 
Christmas and a hoppy New Year 



T/ve A\ HtAfcoir' 


Coffee Bar 


,r 


Restaurant 


Live Music: Quantum 
19th December 8.30pm 


Open from 9.00am seven days a week 


Thursday 
Carvery 5.30-8pm 

£5.95 per person 


including a free drink 

Booking recommended 


Christmas Menu 
now available 


Saturday Night 


2 Steaks & 
Bottle of Wine £25 


Sunday Carvery 

1 2-3pm 

Adult £9.95 

Reductions for Seniors 
and Children 

Booking recommended 



T: 01404 890009 
E: info@tacbar.com 


Dunkeswell Airfield, 
Honiton EX14 4LG 

www.tacbar.com 
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what's on 


in and around the Blackdown Hills 




Unique Christmas gifts on 
display in gallery exhibition 


P RESENT Makers 2015 is 
a vibrant exhibition at the 
Thelma Hulbert Gallery, 
Honiton, exploring the skill and 
innovation of craft makers 
across the South West region. 

The exhibition gives both 
iconic and emerging designers 
and craft makers the opportu¬ 
nity to showcase their broad 
ranging skills and artistic vision 
in the wonderful setting of Elm- 
field House, the former home 
and studio of the artist Thelma 
Hulbert. 

Unique examples of textiles, 
jewellery, ceramics, glass and 
lighting will be on display with 
a range of prices to suit any¬ 
one looking for the ideal Christ¬ 
mas gift. 

Featured this year is the Bris¬ 
tol-based ceramic designer, 
Alice Shields who creates bold 
homewares, jewellery and 
gifts. Alice’s new block porce¬ 
lain jewellery range is all hand 
formed and inspired by the Art 
Deco period and her love of 
bold colours. 


Louise Cotey creates hand 
woven textiles for accessories 
using natural fibres. 

She said: “Weaving is a won¬ 
derful sculptural craft - the 
simple act of crossing warp 
with weft fibres offers so many 
possibilities. I like to source my 
yarn locally to support small 
businesses and reduce my 
‘fibre miles’. A piece of hand 
woven textile should be both 
functional and something to 
treasure.” 

Nicky Exell is a fused glass 
artist from Exmouth who draws 
her inspiration from Dartmoor 
and also the beautiful Devon 
coastline. Recently Nicky has 
explored a new technique 
using high temperature firing to 
create beautiful, glass lattice 
work. These brand new pieces 
will be exhibited to the public 
for the very first time in Present 
Makers. 

Whilst visiting Present Mak¬ 
ers 2015, visitors should not 
forget to pop in to the gallery 
shop, which stocks local 


artists’ prints and crafts along¬ 
side a popular selection of Tate 
art books, diaries, calendars 
and gifts as well as unusual 
Christmas and greetings 
cards. 

Present Makers 2015 will run 
at the gallery until December 
19th. Admission is free but do¬ 
nations are welcome. All dona¬ 
tions support the Thelma 
Hulbert Gallery learning pro¬ 
gramme. 

This exhibition is sponsored 
by Beviss & Beckingsale solic¬ 
itors. 

Also taking place at the 
Thelma Hulbert Gallery in the 
run up to Christmas is a family 
drop-ln activity day on Satur¬ 
day, December 12th 11am - 
3pm. 

Pictured top left is Alice 
Shields’ art deco inspired block 
porcelain jewellery range 

Below is work from Bath 
based ceramic artist Trevor 
Lillistone and top right is an ex¬ 
ample of Nicky Exell’s fused 
glass. 


Quiz night in Clayhidon 

IT'S quiz time in Clayhidon again - with 
the promise of a great social evening and 
a chance to challenge the old brain cells. 

The quiz will take place on Saturday, De¬ 
cember 5th at 7.30pm at Clayhidon Parish 
Hall. 

The price is £4 per head and includes a 
bread and cheese supper. 

The quizmaster is the ever popular 
Peter Walter. 

There will be a licensed bar. 

To enter a team of four and make sure 
of a table call Caroline Bendle on 01823 
681047 or email 
carouselle@btinternet.com 

If you can't muster a full team don't 
worry. Contact Caroline and she will try 
to match you up with partners. 


diary dates 

If you are holding an event in the 
Blackdown Hills and would like it 
included as a Diary Date in the paper 
please email the details to 
alex@tindlenews.co.uk. 

Don't forget to include the date, time, 
place, organiser's name and a brief 
description of the event. 



PLEASE PHONE FOR A COPY OF 
ALL OUR BROCHURES 

Tel: 01398 341160 

www.blakescoaches.co.uk 
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5 
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3 

DAYS 

APR 11 
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DAYS 

APR 15 
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5 
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APR 18 
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APR 22 

4 

DAYS 

APR 22 

4 

DAYS 

APR 23 

8 

DAYS 

APR 25 

5 

DAYS 

APR 29 

4 

DAYS 

APR 29 

4 

DAYS 


TURKEY & TINSEL - FOLKESTONE & BRUGES.£195.00 

GERMAN CHRISTMAS MARKETS.£269.00 

KEUKENHOF CASTLE CHRISTMAS MARKET.£259.00 

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING WEEDEND IN CALAIS.£99.00 

CHRISTMAS IN STRATFORD UPON AVON... 2 seats only .£485.00 

NEW YEAR IN WALES... 2 seats only .£295.00 

NEW YEAR IN CORNWALL.£295.00 

OUR BEST EVER VALUE HOLIDAY... YORK.£169.00 

LONDON THEATRE WEEKEND... CHOICE OF SHOWS.£179.00 

LONDON ONLY.£99.00 

SPAIN... WINTER SUN ON THE COSTA BRAVA.£435.00 

WARNER BREAK... SINAH WARREN.£225.00 

A WEEKEND IN CARDIFF & ABERGAVENNY.£69.00 

LAMMA SHOW 2016.£95.00 

A WEEKEND IN CHELTENHAM & GLOUCESTER.£69.00 

A WEEKEND IN FALMOUTH & TRURO.£69.00 

AUSTRIAN WINTERWONDERLAND.£399.00 

A WEEKEND IN SALISBURY & BATH.£69.00 

STRICTLY COME DANCING LIVE TOUR, LONDON NEW . £165.00 

VALENTINES WEEKEND IN PORTSMOUTH & WINCHESTER.£69.00 

HODSOCK MANOR SNOWDROP SPECTACULAR.£119.00 

A MYSTERY WEEKEND.£69.00 

SNOWBOUND ON THE GLACIER EXPRESS... SWITZERLAND.£565.00 

WINTER WARMER... SUFFOLK & HOME COUNTIES.£235.00 

A WEEKEND IN HEREFORD & WORCESTER.£69.00 

ON TOP OF THE WORLD IN THE ITALIAN DOLOMITES.£435.00 

SHOWTIME IN NORTH WALES.£259.00 

ST MALO MINICRUISE NEW . £99.00 

A WEEKEND IN SOUTHAMPTON & THE NEW FOREST.£69.00 

YORKSHIRE WINTER WARMER.£225.00 

LOCHS & GLENS OF SCOTLAND.£299.00 

|pDcpv RV AIR poon nn 

A WEEKEND IN STRATFORD & THE COTSWOLDS ^ ! ! . £69.00 

SPRINGTIME IN TENBY.£229.00 

EASTER IN THE PEAK DISTRICT.£225.00 

SINGLES WEEKEND ON THE SUSSEX COAST.£225.00 

A WEEKEND IN SOUTH WALES.£69.00 

WEYMOUTH... MOCK CRUISE (NO SAILING!) NEW . £285.00 

ANTIQUES FAYRE NOTTINGHAMSHIRE.£185.00 

THE GRAND NATIONAL.£235.00 

SPRINGTIME ON THE ISLE OF WIGHT.£255.00 

CITY BREAK IN CAMBRIDGE & ELY.£235.00 

SPRINGTIME IN CORNWALL.£275.00 

THE DUTCH BULBFIELDS & THE BEST OF HOLLAND.£395.00 

MELTON MOWBRAY MONARCHS & MARKETS.£275.00 

BLACKPOOL & THE UK COACH RALLY.£439.00 

BUG BAND WEEKEND, HILTON HOTEL, BLACKPOOL.£239.00 

SPRINGTIME SPLENDOUR IN THE AUSTRIAN TYROL.£439.00 

WARNERS BREAK... NIDD HALL... 2 seats only .£325.00 

BLOOMING BELGIUM.£299.00 

LLANDUDNO VICTORIAN EXTRAVAGANZA & TRANSPORT FESTIVAL.£175.00 
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FEB 15 
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FEB 29 
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FEB 29 
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MAR 4 
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MAR 7 
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MAR 14 

5 
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MAR 14 
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MAR 21 

5 
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MAR 28 
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APR 1 

4 

DAYS 

APR 4 

5 

DAYS 

APR 4 

5 

DAYS 


CHELTENHAM JAZZ FESTIVAL.£139.00 

PROMS SPECTACULAR.£165.00 

YORKSHIRE EXPLORER.£275.00 

CUMBRIAN JOURNEY & CARLISLE TO SETTLE RAILWAY.£299.00 

THE VALE OF EVESHAM & THE BLOSSOM TRAIL.£179.00 

SPRINGTIME IN PARIS.£225.00 

SPAIN... ROSES & THE COSTA BRAVA.£475.00 

GRAND TOUR OF SCOTLAND.£825.00 

JERSEY.£315.00 

GUERNSEY.£395.00 

SPRINGTIME IN NORTH WALES & CHESHIRE.£299.00 

SOUTHERN IRELAND... SHANNON’S FLYING BOATS.£395.00 

NATIONAL TRUST TREASURES, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE.From £310.00 

A WEEKEND IN AMSTERDAM.£245.00 

RAIL, SAIL & PIGTAIL... IN THE BLACK FOREST.£525.00 

NORFOLK... THE BROADS & SANDRINGHAM.£325.00 

SCENIC SHROPSHIRE... CALAL BOATS & STEAM TRAINS.£315.00 

THE FOREST OF DEAN & THE WYE VALLEY BY COACH, BOAT & TRAIN.£315.00 

RHS CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW.£175.00 

THE LOVELY LAKE DISTRICT.£299.00 

ANCIENT DURHAM.£325.00 

THE EPSOM DERBY.£239.00 

LONDON THEATRE WEEKEND... CHOICE OF SHOWS.£185.00 

CHOCOLATE SAFARI.£99.00 

SWITZERLAND & ITALY inc THE BERNINA EXPRESS.£775.00 

TENBY & PEMBROKESHIRE.£295.00 

LUDLOW... BLACK & WHITE VILLAGES TRAIL.£315.00 

TROOPING THE COLOUR... THE QUEEN’S OFFICIAL 90th BIRTHDAY.£199.00 

SCOTLAND... ORKNEY & SHETLAND MINI-CRUISE.£735.00 

2016 BUDGET BREAKS 

CORNWALL.£159.00 

ENTERTAINMENT BREAK ON THE ENGLISH RIVIERA.£129.00 

NOTTINGHAM & LINCOLNSHIRE.£189.00 

YORK, WHITBY & SCARBOROUGH.£179.00 

SCENIC SHROPSHIRE & CHRAMING CHSTER.£179.00 

NORTH WALES & SNOWDONIA.£195.00 

STRATFORD, COVENTRY & COTSWOLDS.£225.00 

SOUTH WALES.£175.00 

ENTERTAINMENT BREAK IN SOUTH WALES.£139.00 

A TASTE OF FOUR COUNTIES.£169.00 

THE KENT COACT & BRUGES.£149.00 

THE LAKE DISTRICT &YORKSHIRE DALES.£169.00 

THE PEAK DISTRICT & DERBYSHIRE DALES.£195.00 

THE SCENIC SOUTH COAST.£189.00 

BOURNEMOUTH & THE NEW FOREST.£169.00 

ENTERTAINMENT BREAK ON THE SOUTH COAST.£179.00 

ALL THINGS BRIGHTON BEAUTIFUL.£215.00 

NORFOLK & THE BROADS.£175.00 


Please phone for a copy of all our brochures 
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View from the Blackdown Hills 


Local Services in the Blackdown Hills 


Building Services ■ Countryside Management 



FOR A COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE 


QUALITY, RELIABILITY AND PEACE OF MIND ASSURED 


B 


CALL 01884 840 037 or 07778 899 685 
for a FREE estimate 
12 Kitwell Street, Uffculme, 
Cullompton, Devon, EX15 3AP 





Roofing 



Working in partnership with 

RED HOME LETTINGS and 
CONSORT SERVICES LTD 

AMB ROOFING SERVICES 


# 





K 


RAISING ROOFING STANDARDS 

Slating/Tiling/Flat Roofs (felt) 

New Roofs/Re-Roofs/Repairs 
Fascia/Soffit/Guttering 
Chimney Work 
Free Quotations 
All work guaranteed 
All tradesman fully qualified 
Now offering Solar Panel Installation 
EMAILambroofingservices@gmail.com 
TEL 01404 549559 / 07784 364712 


Gardens 



ORNHAYES 
URSERY 

Quality Trees 
from Devon 

Westcountry Apple Trees 

(PLUS OTHER FRUIT TREES), 

Ornamental Trees, Hedging, 
Choice Shrubs, Courses Run, 
Advisory Service 

^ ' Opening hours: 8am-4pm Mon to Fri 
9.30am-2pm Sat 

Thornhayes Nursery, Dulford, Cullompton EX15 2DF. 

i 01884 266746 www.thornhayes-nursery.co.uk 



Gardens 


Furniture & Joinery 


Peter Cooper 

Tel: 07960 589734 

Set Build / Carpentry / Jc*r>ery 
Hardwood Flooring/ Furniture 
Fencing / Decking 
Kitchens / Shopfittt>g 


If you are interested in 
advertising on our 

Local Services 

in the Blackdown Hills 
page please 




avid Lloyd 

CABINET MAKER 


Unit 3a Marcus Road Dunkeswell 
Honiton Devon EX 14 4LA 
01404 891800 
ww w.davidrlloy d .co .uk info @ davidrlloyd .co .uk 


F 


Kitchens, Furniture And Bespoke 
^ Joinery. Please Visit 
i My Website To See 
” My Extensive Portfolio. 




Arboricare Ltd 

The cutting edge of tree care. 

</ Surveys/Reports / Mlarding . 

/ Plant inn / Crown Reshaping « 

y Pruning / Thinning 

y IVIling y Stumpgrinding 

y Fully Insured 

Apfmx at (lonfjih Utf u/ tht Adtofnultwtil A.\unuitMi 

y 24 Hr Call Out ✓ Estate Management 



contact Alex 
on 

alex@tindle 
news.co.uk 
or on 



oca I Services in the Blackdown Hills 


Co>wiiia|: TWr Souik Nm 



462972 M: 07HMt IMM-tS 

uk W. MMH.iukum .rr 

l TA4 



01297 35750 
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Wellington Motors 
4wd Centre 
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'experience the difference' 



Halse, Somerset £725,000 

Grade II Listed Detached home in the very popular village of Halse. This home has been carefully looked after by the current 
owners and is offered in good decorative order and has received regular attention to the thatch. The property benefits 
from mature gardens and a lovely courtyard garden to the rear. There is a stream running through the grounds and the pad- 
dock is accessed over a wooden bridge (The paddock is circa. 5 acres of level grassland with its own access ).The accom¬ 
modation comprises 3 reception rooms,5 bedrooms, kitchen .family bathroom, I bed annexed, 2 garages. 



Upton, Brendon Hills £439,950 

A lovely detached stone built cottage set in the much sought after Brendon Hills. The home benefits from a mature land¬ 
scaped garden and a paddock of approaching two acres. The formal garden comprise lawns, well stocked flower beds and 
several areas ideal for sitting and enjoying the river that flows along the boundary. The lane is very quiet and the views over 
the surrounding hills are worth seeing. Three bedrooms, "eat in" kitchen, dining room, large feature living room, family bath¬ 
room make up the main living areas of the home. South westerly aspect. Garage and driveway parking. 



Churchstanton Guide price £2,200,000 

A non-listed family house at the end of a long drive in the heart of the Blackdown Hills, an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Extensive an¬ 
cillary accommodation, garaging, barns, paddocks and lakes. EPC Rating D. About 20.4 acres. 

Vencroft Farm has grown organically over the years with its origins believed to date back to the 15th Century. The house has been cleverly ex¬ 
tended with a fabulous conservatory on the southern end giving magnificent rural views out across its own landscaped garden, ponds and lake 
to the fields and woodland beyond down the Culm Valley. An original stone barn has been cleverly incorporated into the house to create a 
fantastic dining room with a high pitched roof and a minstrels gallery. 



West Buckland £375,000 

An exciting opportunity to live within an exclusive private gated development of just four Lodges set in grounds and com¬ 
munal of approaching 5 acres .There is a small lake and hard tennis court included in the communal area. The properties 
were built to a high standard throughout and are located on the Blackdown Hills with generous private gardens. Excellent 
access to the M5 Motorway and the A38. Extremely versatile accommodation (1,800 sq ft) No onward chain. 


RODGERS 


Town and Country Home Specialists 
South West Office Taunton 18 Bridge Street, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 1UB 


01823 252 500 

www.rodgerssouthwest.com 

e sales@rodgerssouthwest.com 
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RESIDENTIAL SALES AND LETTINGS . MORTGAGES . VALUERS . COMMERCIAL . LAND & NEW HOMES • COUNTRY & EQUESTRIAN 



A Complete property service for the 
Blackdown Hills and surrounding areas. 

01460 63600 


LET US TAKE YOUR PROPERTY TO OUR LONDON BUYERS 

London Property Exhibitions 

As members of the Guild of Professional Estate Agents, our properties are marketed through the Guild’s 
prestigious offices in Park Lane London throughout the year. However in addition we hold regular Somerset 
Property Exhibitions during which we completely take over and staff the Guild’s offices. This provides us with a unique 
opportunity to sit down with London Buyers and discuss their individual requirements, effectively taking our property 

portfolio to London. 

PLEASE GET IN TOUCH IF YOU WOULD LIKE US TO INCLUDE YOUR PROPERTY IN OUR NEXT EXHIBITION 




Marsh - £ 349,950 

A rare opportunity to purchase 2 cottages under the same title 
in the village of Marsh, nestled in the Blackdown Hills area of 
Natural Beauty. Ivy cottage comprises: Dining hall, sitting 
room with inglenook fireplace, kitchen, bathroom, 3 
bedrooms, stone built workshop, pretty garden and a 60ft 
driveway. Rose cottage comprises: sitting room, kitchen, 
shower room and a good sized double bedroom. The property 
retains many character features including exposed beams and 
exposed natural stone. The property benefits from double 
glazing throughout. 


Lower Chillington - £ 725,000 

An impressive detached character farmhouse with substantial 
barn set in nearly an acre of gardens and grounds. 
Comprises: Porch, entrance hall, sitting room, drawing room, 
farmhouse kitchen/dining room, further entrance hall, 
cloakroom/WC, conservatory, 5 double bedrooms, dressing 
area, bathroom, shower room, workshop, lean to 
garage/store, utility, office, large games/hobby room, triple 
garage, double carport, 2 stores and an A1 Fresco dining area. 


A SPECIALIST MARKETING SERVICE FOR RURAL PROPERTIES 

At Derbyshire’s we recognise that village and rural properties require specialist marketing, and 
have a department which just specialises in these properties covering the villages and hamlets 
between Yeovil and Taunton. Our service was recendy described by Marcus Whewell, CEO of the 
Guild of Professional Estate Agents, as uniquely filling the gap between where the High Street Agents finish and 
the Country House boys begin”. 

We advertise on all 3 of the top property portals... 


rightmove 


PrimeLocation.com 

" ’ Find the home you deserve 


Zoopla 


.co.uk 


If you think your property would benefit from our specialist 
approach to rural properties please contact: 

Marcus Bond from The Village & Country team on 01460 63600 . 


Derbyshire’s 

* fd/Zaye and ^Cjoa/Ury 


! riqhtmoN I 


www.derbyshires.net 
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SOUTHERN FUELS 


YOUR LOCAI INDEPENDENT DISTRIBUTOR 


T f MM 




We would like to wish our customers a very 
Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year 

BASED IN HONITON 

RING US FOR THE BEST PRICES ON 

HEATING OIL ROAD DIESEL RED DIESEL 

e 01404 831775 63 










